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The latest DFD recruit academy 
concluded at the end of July, and the six newest firefighters 
will be given shift and company assignments in August. The 
most recent training for the new recruit class included HazMat 
awareness, roof ventilation using a prop from the Iowa Fire 
Service Training Bureau, and various scenarios and evaluations 
at a burn house located at Pershing and East 15th Street. The 
recruits also had classroom testing throughout the academy.

DAVENPORT FIRE RECRUITING CLASS UPDATE
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The Good Neighbor Project hosted its quarterly meeting 
this month at St. Ambrose University. Tee LaShoure from 
Family Resources served as the guest speaker. LaShoure 
is the Victims of Violent Crimes Supervisor and she 
spoke about the services Family Resources provides 
to victims of violent crime, and how partnerships with 
organizations such as DPD help further services. In 
addition to in-person attendance, the meeting was 
livestreamed via Facebook, which has had nearly 4,000 
views. 

GOOD NEIGHBOR PROJECT HOLDS 2ND 
QUARTER MEEETING

The Davenport Fire Department officially 
placed the new Engine 6 into service with 
a Push Ceremony on July 8.  The Push 
Ceremony celebration has become a 
cherished tradition for both the Davenport 
Fire Department and the community. The 
purchase of Engine 6 is part of the apparatus 
replacement plan that is funded annually 
through the CIP budget. By planning for 
necessary apparatus replacement, the 
Davenport Fire Department can ensure an 
exceptional level of public service to our 
community. 

ENGINE 6 INTRODUCED TO 
COMMUNITY
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The City conducted a significant communications 
and public outreach campaign on firework 
safety and this year’s legal firework discharge 
windows and locations. Mailers were sent to 
each Davenport residence outlining when 
fireworks can lawfully be discharged and the 
legal and financial ramifications for illegal 
discharge. A targeted digital media strategy 
was also implemented across several City social 
media platforms. 

Additionally, the City employed a new hybrid, 
cross-departmental enforcement strategy 
including representatives from Police, Fire, and 
civilians from a variety of others departments. 

FIREWORKS ENFORCEMENT UPDATE 
2020 & 2021 CALLS FOR SERVICE

TOTAL FIREWORK CALLS FOR SERVICE 2017-2021

High-Performing 
Government

ASSISTED HOUSING TRANSITION 
Earlier this month, the City transferred ownership and management 
of the Heritage building located at 501 West 3rd Street, 120 units 
of Project-Based Section 8 housing, to Foundation Housing. 
Foundation Housing is an affordable housing nonprofit out of 
Bethesda, MD who owns similar apartment complexes throughout 
the U.S.  Seldin Property Management manages several of 
Foundation’s properties in the Midwest and has already set-up 
operations at the Heritage. With this sale, staff who had been 
operating out of the Heritage relocated to second floor of City 
Hall in the Community and Economic Development Department.
 
Plans to sell the Scattered Site Public Housing units are still 
moving forward. Staff applied for disposition approval from HUD 
earlier this year and anticipates a response in the coming weeks. 
Pending approval, offers from several local nonprofits and one 
tenant buyer will be brought forward to Council. In addition, new 
Housing Choice Vouchers from HUD will need to be obtained and 
then issued to existing tenants. While the timing is still tentative, 
the sale of these properties could be finalized in late 2021 or early 
2022.

LIBRARY INVENTORY
RECLASSIFICATION
Davenport Public Library’s Technical 
Services staff, in partnership with 
the Youth Services staff, have been 
working diligently to reclassify 
children and teen nonfiction items to 
make them easier to find on shelves. 
This process is a time-consuming 
one but another way that Library 
staff is dedicated to providing better 
and easier access to the community. 
The Main branch’s reclassification 
is wrapping up and Fairmount’s 
collection is next!
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FROM S. CLARK STREET LOOKING NORTH/NORTHEAST

Potenial Plant Pallette
Compact Evergreen Trees
 Columnar Norway Spruce
 Techny Arborvitae
 Taylor Juniper

Ornamental Grasses
 Switchgrass
 Fountain Grass

Shrubs
 Spirea
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OVERALL FACILITY FROM NEIGHBORHOOD AT S. CLARK STREET

Well-Protected Community
AUXILIARY FACILITY UPDATE 
The City has purchased and work has begun on the new Auxiliary Facility 
site located at 323 South Clark Street. This site, formerly known at the Blackhawk Foundry, includes 
approximately 6 acres of land and houses a 10,000 square foot building. The Auxiliary Facility will 
provide a secure storage facility for several City departments including for Davenport Fire Department 
equipment, and will also revitalize a long vacant property located within a west end neighborhood.
 
The first phase of the project will be completed by November and includes site clearing, fencing, 
signage, and landscaping. Electrical and heating upgrades will also be made to the existing building 
located on the site.
 
City staff is actively working with the Environmental Protection Agency and Shive-Hattery to ensure 
the site is remediated properly. Future phases of the project include a new building to be used by the 
Davenport Police Department.



Welcoming Neighborhoods WELCOMING
N E I G H B O R H O O D S

Construction on Davenport’s newest park, Jersey Farms Park, has encountered a delay due to 
equipment being on back order. A new completion date is estimated for the end of August. Davenport 
Parks and Recreation staff is planning to hold the grand opening and ribbon cutting ceremony on 
an evening in early September. The walking trail, picnic shelter, and most of the playground have 
been installed along with some of the landscaping. Once dates and times have been confirmed, an 
announcement with details will be sent out.

JERSEY FARMS PARK UPDATE

At Centennial Park, the mulch used as soft landing in the playground area was removed and replaced 
with new fall protection surfacing. The playground reopened on July 19.

New ADA sidewalk upgrades have begun at Lindsay Park.

PARK RENOVATION UPDATES



Sustainable Infrastructure
SUSTAINABLE
INFRASTRUCTURE

Council was recently briefed on several cost-share options for the City’s alley program. This program 
offers a 25/75 residential and now a 50/50 commercial cost-share program for alley resurfacing and 
reconstruction.  Under the program, residents and commercial entities adjacent to a common alley in 
poor condition can request the alley be resurfaced or reconstructed and split the cost with the City.

The City announced changes to its Alley Cost Share Program on June 6.  In total, 18 applications were 
received as of the July 15 application deadline. Signed petitions of interest from applicants are due 
August 1. 

Details and information on the program can be found at www.davenportiowa.com/alley.

ALLEY PROGRAM UPDATE

With FEMA disaster assistance, long-awaited repairs to the Credit Island causeway is complete. After 
spending nearly 100 days underwater and being washed by waves, the causeway and spot locations 
around the island were left severely damaged following the historic floods of 2019. Travel disruptions 
were kept to a minimum while full-depth patching moved quickly onto the island. 
 
The island’s cycling community and nearly 1,000 visitors a day are sure to appreciate the long-overdue 
improvements to the road’s driving surface.

CREDIT ISLAND CAUSEWAY
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Amazon.com, Inc. announced plans to open its second robotics fulfillment center in the state 
of Iowa in Davenport, creating 1,000 new full-time jobs that will provide employees with at 
least $16 per hour and comprehensive benefits. 

The 2.9 million  square foot robotics fullfillment center will be located on 158 acres in the 
Eastern Iowa Industrial Center along Interstate 80. Crews already are doing site work in 
preparation of construction to begin later this summer. The site is expected to launch in 
2022. 

Seefried Industrial Properties, Inc., based in Atlanta, is the project developer. Seefried 
acquired the land from the GDRC and retained Ryan Companies as the general contractor 
for the project. Earthwork has already begun on site with building construction expected to 
begin in the fall.

The City of Davenport has agreed to upgrade street infrastructure leading to the project site as 
well as make improvements surrounding the area to accommodate the increase in vehicular 
and industrial traffic.  To assist with the estimated $3.9 million in road improvements, the 
City applied to the Iowa Department of Transportation’s Revitalizing Iowa’s Sound Economy 
(RISE) grant program.

AMAZON TO OPEN ROBOTICS FULFILLMENT CENTER IN DAVENPORT



Community Engagement 
PARTY IN THE PARK RETURNS!!
The 2021 Party in the Park series kicked off with staff, 
elected officals, and community members gathering at 
three different locataions in July including Lafayette, 
Garfield, and Glen Armil Parks. 

BEAT THE HEAT EVENT
Davenport Fire and Police hosted 
a Beat the Heat event at Roosevelt 
Community Center. Community 
youth enjoyed an afternoon of fire 
education, police safety, and a whole 
lot of fun!

HUMAN RESOURCES HOSTS APPLICANT WORKSHOP
The City of Davenport, in collaboration with community partners 
NAACP & LULAC, hosted the first of three applicant workshops. 
Attendees learned the types of employment opportunities the 
City provides, where to find current job openings, how to apply, 
qualifications required for positions, and a typical hiring and 
testing process overview.


